Patellar fractures associated with medial-third bone-patellar tendon-bone autograft ACL reconstruction.
Patella fractures following anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) reconstruction are a recognized but rarely reported complication. To our knowledge, 24 reports of patella fractures after ACL reconstruction using the central-third patella-tendon autograft have been reported in the literature. Patellar fractures associated with the use of the medial-third bone-patellar tendon-bone autograft have not been reported. This article describes four cases of patellar fractures in 478 ACL reconstructions between 1992 and 1999, using the medial third of the patellar tendon graft. All of them were transverse fractures of the patella but only one was displaced. All patients suffered local injury to the donor knee between 2 and 4 months postoperatively. No significant differences in the final outcome were noticed between the cases complicated with patellar fracture and those with uncomplicated ACL reconstructions.